2S8	THE AGE OF REASON
Jn such local capitals were provincial academies which had
meetings, dissertations, discussions; and they encouraged merit
by the offer of prizes. In 1749 the strange and erratic genius
Rousseau had the great opportunity of his life when the
Academy of Dijon offered a prize for an essay on the effect of
the progress of civilization upon morals. Rousseau sent in an
essay, won the prize, and published the essay the next year. Its
limpid style and original and paradoxical argument (the superi-
ority of die savage state of nature over the civilized state) took
the flippant and intelligent high society of France by storm,
and made for Rousseau a European reputation. In 1753 he
tried for the Academy of Dijon prize again with an essay on The
Origin of Inequality, but this time he failed, though it is a good
essay, and became the basis, with the first, successful essay, of
the Contrat social The Academy of Lyons made the celebrated
Abb6 Raynal, author of UHistoire des deux Indes, a member
in the year 1780. The Abb6, who, of course, was a member
of the Acad&nie Franfaise, showed his well-known humanity
and munificence in accepting the Lyons membership. He
offered two prizes, to be awarded by the Academy. One
prize was of 600 livres (£25~£3o), for an essay on the sub-
ject, What have been the Principles which have made the
Manufactures which distinguish the City of Lyons Prosperous?
The other prize was of 1200 livres, for an essay on the
subject, The Discovery of America: has it been Beneficent or
Harmful to the Human Race? The Baron Grimm, who reported
this event b his correspondence, adds: " This last question
is perhaps the most vast and finest which has ever been pro-
pounded since there were academies in the world."l
The Berlin Academy gamed in distinction and fame, largely
through the patronage of Frederick the Great. The Academy
was founded in 1700 on the proposals of Leibniz by Frederick I,
the first Hohenzollern to have the title of king. It had liberal
statutes, and its membership was not limited to Prussians, nor
even to Germans. Leibniz himself was a Saxon in the service
of the Elector of Hanover and of the Duke of Brunswick-
1 F. M. Grimm, M&naires, vol. i, p. 227.

